CARE FOR CAMELS

fodder for their particular mounts, so that my own beast
and the baggage animals came off second-best. This greed
for their camels aroused my interest because of its strange
conflict with the generosity of their personal relationships.
Where water or food was short, no one of them would think
of not sharing it equally with his companions, and if any one
was away, perhaps tending his camels, all would wait his
return, to eat together. But over camel fodder or camel
loads each Badu will take any unscrupulous advantage to
best his fellows in his camel's interests; her welfare he seems
to set above every other consideration.

On the march no halt was cried for the midday prayer;
the five daily observances are reduced to three when men
are marching, midday and afternoon prayers being said
together, so also the sunset and evening prayers. This is an
orthodox expedient and does not reflect upon desert piety.
The assertion sometimes made by prejudiced townsmen,
that the Badawin neither pray nor fast, is not borne out
by my experience. My companions always prayed dili-
gently; ever mindful of the many perils through which
they have to go, they call upon God morning, noon and
night. Hunger and thirst are never far distant phantoms,
the hosts of Midian are ever prowling around; the knowledge
of such present dangers has implanted in them, as in our
soldiers and sailors of a past generation, a combination of
resignation and of trust in the supernatural that is childlike
in its simplicity. Nor is simplicity its only virtue; it is a
rule of life that is pragmatically justified by the fact that it
forms a working basis for daily life in a harsh environment.
It is an attitude of mind which is closely paralleled in its
essentials by the accepted conventions of the West.

'In the name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful,'